A UNION LIST OF BELFAST MAPS TO 1900

INTRODUCTION

This Union List of Belfast maps covers both manuscript and printed versions up to 1900 held by Belfast Education and Library Board at Belfast Central Library, by the Linen Hall Library, by the Ulster Museum and by the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. Excluded are Ordnance survey maps and plans [see Northern Ireland Town Plans PRONI, 1981) while only those which depict a clearly discernible street plan and cover a large area of the city have been included. Although, after the 1820s, the Ordnance Survey maps are the most comprehensive record of the development of Belfast, other maps still continued to be compiled, usually for specific purposes. These will often contain additional information or will update existing Ordnance Survey maps.

The production of this list was initiated as a project of the Library Association/PRONI Working Party for Local Studies many years ago with the late Sean McMenamin (formerly an Assistant Keeper in PRONI) as editor. His keen interest in cartography resulted in his becoming one of the few specialists in this field in Ireland and it is to him that we owe much of the work in the compilation of this list which has now been brought up to date to include all deposits of maps up to 1998.

It is hoped that this list will form a valuable tool for anyone studying the history and development of Belfast from the late 16th century.

The maps are listed in chronological order, each entry containing:

(a)
a description of the map which in many instances is simply the title on the map itself

(b)
the scale, where given, and is represented as a statement as well as a representative fraction

(c)
the size in centimetres to assist in the handling of copying orders where copying is possible or permissible

(d)
details of various versions where known

(e)
the location of the map, for example, BELB PRONI (see below for abbreviations)

The maps described in this list may be originals, photocopies or printed versions of the originals. In many instances these are not distinguished. However, one can distinguish originals from copies amongst maps held in PRONI by the reference number ‑ maps with a 'T' prefix in front of the number are copies while those with a 'D' prefix before the number are originals. Also, any photocopies held by the Belfast Education and Library Board are indicated.
Occasionally maps may have been reproduced in a book, government publication etc, in which case the details of the publication are given (title, author, place and date of publication); the list makes it clear if an institution holds a copy of that publication containing the map by the phrase 'in book' or 'in government publication' after the abbreviated title for the institution. When only the abbreviated title of an institution or the abbreviated title of the institution followed by a reference number appears, this indicates that a free standing map exists. If the institution holds both a copy of the map in a book and a free standing copy, then the phrase 'also in book' will follow the abbreviated title for the institution.

Other institutions, apart from those listed, may also hold the published works but they will not necessarily have the maps included which may have been removed for various reasons.

Where maps have specific references given to them by the institutions represented, these are noted.

An index to surveyors/engineers referred to in the text will be found at the end of the Union List.

ABBREVIATIONS FOR HOLDING LOCATIONS

BELB
‑ 
Belfast Education and Library Board

LHL
‑ 
Linen Hall Library

PRONI
‑ 
Public Record Office of Northern Ireland

UM
‑ 
Ulster Museum

OTHER FREQUENTLY USED ABBREVATIONS

C.E.
‑ 
Civil Engineer

F.R.S.
‑ 
Fellow of the Royal Society
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